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'Ewe Better Believe It

-‘g Shepherds, or sheep farmers, give the animals ear tags for
identification and record keeping purposes. Ewes, or female sheep,
who are ready to “lamb,” or give birth, are usually kept in special
facilities to reduce stress and lessen the chance of injury. These
facilities give the sheep easier access to water and feed and are
kept very clean and airy. A ewe has one or two lambs at a time
and can have lambs once or twice a year.

New lambs must be kept warm and vaccinated against diseases,
just like children are vaccinated. At about ten weeks lambs stop

; drinking their mother’s milk -
} * and start to eat solid food

Let’'s Count Sheep

Some farm producers have flocks of 50 to 200 sheep, while other larger opera-

tions may have 1,000 to 5,000 sheep. It is also possible to find little flocks of ten

or less sheep belonging to people who like to knit the yarn that is made from the
sheep’s wool. When counting the number of sheep in a flock—don’t count them

by their tails because all lambs have their tails removed at an early age. This

helps to keep them cleaner. Most sheep farmers specialize and raise their animals

for only meat or wool.

¥ 'z\)

ko

&wi’n
nghten Their

Load

Most sheep farms have a shearing room in
the barn to shear the sheep. Sheep have
their wool clipped off each spring and the
person who shears sheep is called a shearer.
They use electric shears to clip the wool off
as close to the sheep’s skin as possible. The
shears are cleaned with disinfectant to kill
germs between the clipping of each sheep.

The shearer tries to shear the wool off in
one large sheet because it is easier to
handle than lots of small pieces. A single
sheet of wool is called a fleece.

Wool is used to clean up from oil
spills. Wool sponges soak up the
oil, and the oil can be cleaned out
of the sponge. The
oil is recycled,

and the sponge
can be used over
and over again.




LA- Shear Fun

(repeat several times getting a little faster each
time!)

How many sheep could a sheep shearer shear,
If a sheep shearer could shear sheep?

. o ' A sheep shearer could shear, should shear
B\7 T E Yo wooly, wooly would shear, many, many sheep
DQNKE Y DQ that the sheep shearer stood near.
Dogs are not always used to guard sheep. Some
sheep farmers use llamas or donkeys because
they are natural enemies of coyotes and wolves.

When these predators come near the flock, they
are chased away by the donkey or llama.

Ewe Ram A Lamb
A Ding Dong

Sheep producers have to keep their flocks clean and healthy in order to
grow quality wool. When the wool gets dirty, flies often lay eggs in it
and because producers do not want their sheep to get sick, they might
have their sheep walk through a “special wash” to remove the insects.

(Now make up your own tongue twister about
sheep!)

Sheep producers who don’t want wool to get too soiled might put jackets
on their sheep, too. The jackets keep dirt, seeds, branches, and flies from
getting into the wool. Their hoofs must also be checked for stones that

have gotten lodged in them. Stones make hoofs sore and hard to walk on.

It’s a Family Thing

A male sheep is called a ram, a female sheep is called a
ewe, and a sheep that is younger than one year of age is
called a lamb. A group of sheep is called a flock. Rams,
which are larger than ewes, sometimes fight with each
other to try and prove they are the strongest.



Woo Iy Workers

Joy & Dennis Crouch
The Sheep Station
Eureka, IL

Please describe your business.

In 1982, we had an opportunity to buy the
inventory of a business that sold sheepskin
and wool products. Thus, “The Sheep
Station” was born.

What has helped your business grow?

When our children were little we took our sheepskin and wool items to various sheep shows
and festivals throughout the country. We eventually branched out into sheep-related gift items
and added a mail-order service. Today, we do mostly mail order and some area sheep shows.
Joy’s degree in Fashion Merchandising was a big help in establishing our business.

Gary E. Ricketts
Sheep Extension Specialist
University of lllinois

Please describe your job.

I develop and coordinate educational programs for sheep
producers throughout the state. I also work with sheep
producer organizations on a local, state, and national basis.
I teach a college course on sheep production, write a lot of
education material, answer many letters and phone calls,
and also make farm visits.

How did you become interested in sheep?

My interest with sheep started with raising a pet lamb, and grew very quickly. My first 4-H
project was a market lamb. I started raising purebred Corriedales in 1948 and still have a
small flock.

What types of subjects from school have helped you the most at your job?

All courses in animal science, math, English, speech, chemistry, and physics. In addition, my
experiences and knowledge gained through 4-H, FFA, and Grange have been very valuable.
Today, get all of the computer experience you can.

What types of skills do you need to perform your job?

I do a lot of speaking and writing, so these two areas are very important. In Extension, you
need to enjoy working with people. Leadership skills are very important and so is sound
decision-making. One must be well organized and enthusiastic about his or her work.

To learn more about Agriculture, visit us at www.agintheclassroom.ors, or contact your County Farm Bureau® office
or Ag in the Classroom, lllinois Farm Bureau, 1701 N. Towanda Avenue, Bloomington, IL 61701.



